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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 


Applicant submits herewith references of which he is aware, which he believes may 
be material to the examination of this application and in respect of which he may have a duty 
to disclose in accordance with 37 CFR 1.56. 

While this Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 CFR 
1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any document referred to herein is 
"prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 

In accordance with 37 CFR 1.97(g), the filing of this Information Disclosure 
Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined under 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. 
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The references are listed in the enclosed German Search Report dated February 24, 
2000. A concise explanation of the relevance of each reference is specifically pointed out on 
page 2 of the search report. A PTO 1449 listing the cited references is also enclosed, along 
with English language translations of the Abstracts of the foreign language patent references. 

In compliance with 37 CFR 1.56(c) and 37 CFR 1.98(a)(3) the individual designated 
in 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the information of each patent, 
publication, or other information listed that is not in the English language is the undersigned 
attorney with respect to the English abstracts of said foreign language patent references, and, 
for such references in the native language of the applicant, said applicant or the personnel of 
the patent department of the assignee of said applicant. 
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